
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, JUNE 28, 2022 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Tim Litz, Mayor; Dale T. Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

Mayor; Geary Jonas; James P. “Sean” Viars; 

Michael Duncan; James Lloyd; Peggy Hash; 

Michael Duncan 

     

Council Members Absent:       None                          

  

Administration Present:  Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

                         

 

Administration Absent:   None 

        

Others Present: Mike Jones, Matt Hankins, Patrick Miller                       
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Jonas and seconded by Vice-Mayor Yontz to approve 

the minutes of the June 14, 2022, meeting.  The motion passed by a vote of six (6) for: Hash, 

Yontz, Jonas, Lloyd, Viars, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Matt Hankins, Wythe County Assistant Administrator was present to catch up on what is 

happening in Rural Retreat.  Mr. Hankins stated that Council members are always welcome to 

reach out to the County when needed. 

 

Patrick Miller addressed Council and asked about the progress of construction area in the 

downtown.  He asked if the end result of the project will be a greenspace.  Town Manager 
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Childers explained that the project was held up by Department of Historical Resources then 

Covid.  The grant funding will not cover the cost due to increase in labor and materials.  He 

added that the goal going into the project was for a Farmers Market, but the increased cost of 

materials put the project over the budget.  Mr. Miller stated that basically the one and a half acre 

will be used twelve times a year for a Farmers Market.  Town Manager Childers stated that he 

understands his concerns.  Councilmember Viars stated that the question was asked if the 

Farmers Market building could be utilized for other activities and the building can be used for 

events other than the Farmers Market.  Councilmember Viars stated that the building that was 

torn down was falling and even the green space will look better than the building that was 

rotting.  He added that it will eventually look nicer than what was there.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that the Council does not want just a green space to mow.  There is additional 

revenue that can be utilized to make the space better in the future.  Mr. Miller stated that he 

would like to know the plans going forward.  Town Manager Childers stated that it is up to what 

the citizens want, and the town will hold a public meeting for public comments.  Councilmember 

Duncan asked what Mr. Miller’s thoughts are for the area.  Mr. Miller asked why the brick 

building was left.  Mayor Litz stated that the brick building was left because it was still in 

excellent condition.  Town Manager Childers stated that he and Treasurer Patton are currently 

working on finding a muralist to paint a mural on the side of the brick building.  Mr. Miller 

stated that he would like to see a track with lights and a potable water source with a way to 

dispose of grey water.  He added that possibly a food truck destination for a day in Rural Retreat 

each month would interest citizens.  If water and electricity would be installed when the 

construction is in the process it would make the area more usable.  Mr. Miller stated that the 

Heritage Day Festival should have a committee to market or advertise for the acts.  He stated that 

it is the end of June, and the festival is a month away.  He has not seen any advertisement for the 

festival.  He thinks that we could have a better turnout if the festival was marketed.  Vice-Mayor 

Yontz stated that the rider for the main acts state that since the event is free it cannot be 

advertised until one month prior to the event.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

Treasurer Patton read a thank you note from Kay Corvin on behalf of the Rural Retreat Red 

Cross Bloodmobile collection site.  Mrs. Corvin thanked the town for allowing the use of the 

Community Center for collection and for setting up tables and chairs.  The last bloodmobile had 

67 donors registered and 59 units of blood were collected. 

 

Town Manager Childers read a letter from Trenton Crewe.  Mr. Crewe’s letter stated that he and 

Paul Cassell are appreciative to the town for allowing them to serve the town as attorneys. 

 

Councilmember Lloyd stated that Mr. Mike Sobey sends his appreciation to the town for 

allowing him the opportunity to serve as the town’s attorney. 

 

POLICE REPORT 

Chief Breedlove stated that he went to Mr. Sobey’s office to ask about the Elm Avenue property 

issue.  Mr. Sobey went to the residence with him and spoke to the property owner with him. 

Councilmember Viars asked what Mr. Sobey thought about the town’s ordinance regarding 

property maintenance.  Chief Breedlove stated that it will be difficult to enforce.  Town Manager 

Childers asked Mr. Hankins if the County has had any success enforcing issues with property 

owners with derelict properties.  Mr. Hankins stated that the town has its ordinance, and the 

county only has the state code and no zoning ordinance.  He added that a specified amount of 
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time must be given for the property owner to take care of the issue.  Councilmember Hash asked 

if something happens to the property owner who will be responsible for the property.  Chief 

Breedlove stated that her heirs would be responsible.    

Chief Breedlove stated that he had twenty-two (22) calls, and one (1) was a larceny report.  He 

added that the fishing with the residents at the nursing home was cancelled due to Covid cases 

among the residents.  The event will be rescheduled at a later date. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – Report is included in the town manager’s report. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – Treasurer Patton presented Council members with a report of 

the vendors that have signed up to date for Heritage Days.  She stated that there will be more 

food vendors this year.   

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY –None 

 

ADOPTION OF FISCAL 2022-2023 BUDGET – A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Yontz 

and seconded by Councilmember Viars to adopt the proposed Fiscal 2022-2023.  The motion 

passed by a vote of six (6) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

None 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES – Councilmember Duncan stated that the Rescue Squad’s calls are 

up to about eighty-six (86) for the year.  He added that Sally Bass is doing a good job with 

communications via email.  He stated that there are some medications that are hard to get and the 

cost of some medications have increased putting a burden on the amount of money budgeted for 

medications. 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Treasurer Patton reported that the date for the pre-audit 

work by Hicok, Brown & Company, CPAs has been scheduled for the week of August 15, 2022.  

The final fieldwork by Robinson, Farmer, Cox & Associates has been scheduled for August 29th 

and 30th, 2022.   

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – None 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – Mayor Litz asked the status of the water project.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that the grant applications are submitted.  Town Manager Childers added that the 

town’s good financial standing may hurt the amount of grant money that is received.  

Councilmember Viars stated that the fact the town is applying in conjunction with Smyth County 

will hopefully help. 
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TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes.  The following 

items were reported and discussed. 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that there is a valve on the clarifier at the Wastewater treatment 

plant that is twenty feet deep and the maintenance crew is unable to do the work.  Mike Jones has 

spoke with a contractor regarding the issue.  Town Manager Childers stated that the issue was 

not included in the budget but will need to be addressed.   

 

• The town is making really good progress with Phases 9 and 10 of the sidewalk projects.  

It is anticipated to be completed by the end of July.  The sidewalks, walls, and fences 

look very good aesthetically and really make the Town look better. 

Mayor Litz asked why the old rock wall that was left on West Baumgardner Avenue.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that the property owner would not sign the easement if the wall was 

removed. He added that instead of leaving out the portion of sidewalk in front of the property, 

they agreed to leave a portion of the existing rock wall.   

• Mike and I met with representatives from King Contractors about possibly putting a 

concrete headwall and using sections of the precast wall to put at the Downtown 

Revitalization retention pond as well as using it in the sidewalk area on Main St.  

Mike Jones explained that the detention pond will look better if a headwall is built with a rock 

wall to match the wall on West Baumgardner Avenue, he added that the bottom would be 

cemented to look better.  Councilmember Hash stated that the ag department has volunteered to 

build the wishing well for the Lions Club. 

• Carolina Consolidated has made some progress on the sewer project.  They have laid all 

the line and manholes behind the football field.  They are now almost to the baseball field 

and then going to Buck Ave. 

• The Town has communicated to JG Coram that the Town would like to proceed with the 

grading portion of the Downtown Revitalization using the fill material from Klockner.  I 

hope the work will begin soon in conjunction with the sidewalk project. 

 

Councilmember Duncan asked if Town Manager Childers met with the American Legion 

regarding usage of the Community Center for a meeting and storage space.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that he met with Etthan Miller, and the Reynolds room will be offered to the 

American Legion for meetings and another room for their supplies. 

 

Councilmember Jonas stated that the edging along the town sidewalks by Wayne Blackmon 

looks very nice.  Town Manager Childers stated that Wayne is doing a great job and he has had 

other compliments on his work.   

 

Councilmember Viars asked if the progress on the sidewalk project can be posted on social 

media.  Treasurer Patton stated that Chief Breedlove can take pictures, and she will place them 

on the website and Facebook.  
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for June 28, 2022, were read and approved.   

 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


